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Runaway and Homeless Youth

All ages races and ethnic groups Services
: ' i ¢ Exposure fo Trauma- s RHY a Characterization

Damestic Violence, ¢+ Outreach
abuse/neglect, poverty, . ) « Geographical Circum-
sexual exploitation.... +  Crisis Intervention stances

4 Transient-staying” + Case Management ,

" rather then "living” at o 9 + Parinerships
different locations. + Counselin

9 s Shelter o Inter-,

¢  Unaccompanied Youth— 4 Safe Shelter, Host dependence
Often Chronologically Home Housingl
Adulys while develop- ! ' o Support Services
mentally yeunger. + Life Skills Training . _

¢ Funding Strategies

¢ Survivalists— adapt to ¢  Advo cacy
surroundings (oftenat a
cost).

4+ Accompanied Youth—
homeless families dee to
disaster, economic hard-
ship, divorce, domestic

Characteristics violence......
of a Runaway and
_ Homeless Youth
(
Panelists

Jim Perlaki—Common Ground

Jp@commongroundhelps.org 2
Common

G{gund Phelpineg Youths, Aot il Farailes i €

Susan Sheppard—Arbor Circle

ssheppard@arborcircle.org /M’ N

¥ g Y
Cindy Arneson—Staircase Youth Services arbor circle

cynla82155@yahoo.com \% -
z Stadrcase Youth Services

Youth & Family Crisis Intervention Services
WA ooo e Lake, Manistee, Mason,

5. 1-888-267-6086 Mi.:mk:t, Py w::ﬁ-rd Counties
Open all day every day

Heather Wiegand—Webster House Youth Services

heatherw®everywomansplace.org

WEBSTER
HOUSEYO[/ITh SERVICES




Host Homes

Host homes are o cost effective strategy
for providing youth safe housing within their
‘home’ community. Youth are encetraged te
attend school and maintain supportive rela-
tionships. Hest Homes are a primary ap-
proach to services in ‘rural’ comimunities and
provide a concrete alternative to shelter in
all geographic areas, Host Homes are pro-
vided through polities cutlined by the State
of Michigon's £hildf Placing Licensure rules
as weil as 'best proctice’ strategies thet
continue to evolve as the needs of youth
evalve. For under age youth a ficensed
foster home would be utilized. Those pro-
viding Host Home environments ore required
ta cooperate with back ground check: erimi-
nad chacks, CFS registry clearonce, and Home
Tnspections. For these youth under age 18
consent for services must be achieved by a
legal parent or guardian. When necessary
Child Welfore is asked to step in and of fer
support for those youth where consent is o
barrier. Youth are provided a full scope of
services utilizing a Positive Youth Develop-
ment philosophy and appreach. "Hos¥ Par-
ents’ are inclusive of a case plan and provide
support in cccordance 1o the plan created.

minimim of 4 and meximum of 20 beds Congregate living remains a viable option

. available for a stay up to 20 days. Shelter  for some youth as they work toward devei- |
services are congruent with a full scope of oping the skilis and resources necessary for
support services that are affered to the independent living. Mo Licensure required
youth, parents/guardians, and alf familia! or for providing shelter, host home or congre-
supportive members willing to participate. gate living for those 18 and older. For
Shelter based services function under these under 18 programs are required to
specific Child Caring Licensure rdes and are  hold the Child Caring or Child Placing
monitored by the State of Michigan. Shel- license,

Shelter Based TLP

Shelter Based programming not available in TLP or Transitional Living Programming is

all commurities. Youth Shelters are in- of fered in a variety of venues for the cider
tended to be “temporary and are typically Homeless Youth (16~22). Congregate
providing safety and suppert services toa Shelter, Host Homes, Scattered Site
younger population with a specific goal opartments to name o few. Transitional
tewerd “REUNIFICATION". When reunifi- Living Services typically cllow for a greater
cation is not possible staff will werk with length of stay depending on funding
alternative options that are agreeable to the sources. Federal TLP of fers support up to
youth, fomily, and in accordance with ‘best 18 months. In compliment to the "Housing

practice’. Child Welfare (CPS) is contacted First' more programs cre working toward
when necessary. Shelter's historicaily have @ the Scattered Site or Host Home models.

ter based support services are more costly
to operate then a host home model. How-
ever, a shelter does not have recruitment of
"Homes' concerns and operates under one
licenze versus licensing of each home wher
necessary. Shelter based services continue
to be more tost effective then foster care.

Positive Youth Development

The Po:sfﬂve Youth Development ap- Key Elements Scope of Services
proach is predicated in the understonding N
that all young people need support, quid- ¢ Healthy messages about their bodies, behaviors and + Cultural and Human Diversity
ance, and opportunities during adoles- interactions. +Basic Child and Adolescent Development (
cence, a time of rapid growth and change. 4 safe/Structured places to study, recreate and social- i i+ ianships wi
RHY progremming at #ts core adheres fo a1y P Y 0M:;!els and Establishes positive relatianships with
Positive Youth Development philosophy o i you
supporting youth toward.... + Strengthened relationships with adult role models i.e. + Communities that embrace youth
parents, mentors, coaches, teachers, and community i
# Self-Assurance leaders. + Age appropriafe activities
# Self-sufficiency +8kill development in literacy, competence, work readi- ¥ dnvolves and Empowers Yourh
* Hoalthy. 5 ful Decision Maki ness and social skifl. + Identifies Risk Factors and works foward reduction
ealthy, Successtul Decision Making + Oppertunities to serve and improve self. of stch,

Communities are encouraged to work cooperatively Suggested Partners
with their RRY provider. Current times of mission +Continutm of Care
and Initiative will serve youth best through a com-
prehensive strategy of collaboration RHY services
have been in existence for over 35 years in many ¢ Homeless Shelters
communities with established organizations that
are consistently evolving in a 'best practice’ ap-
proach to providing services to Runaway and Home- + Domestic Violence Agencies
less Youth, Runaway being a “70s" term does hot
do justice to describing the scope of circumstances
of how and why youth may be away from home.
Communities are answering the cell of current # Juvenile Justice
inftiatives and in so doing must assure that today's

Youth are considered. Homeless Youth are com- $ Child Welfare
plex in the effort to define them and to serve + School Systems
them, Tt |s.cr|‘rrcal to secure methads of a centin- + Community Mental Health
uum of services that offers as broad of an ap-

# Private Sector

proach as there are youth in need.

Community Partners

+ Mekinney Vente Ligisons
#RHY Providers

# Municipalities

+taw Enforcement




