BMICHIGAN

Who we are:

MRN is a collaborative network of organizations
and individuals dedicated to improving the quality
of life for the people of rural Michigan.

What we do:

MRN links people, groups and communities in an
effort to determine the strengths and needs of
rural Michigan. If a specific issue is adversely
affecting the people or resources of rural
Michigan, MRN works with experts in the field to
create educational materials and establishes a
policy agenda that is presented to the Rural
Caucus of the Michigan Legislature of which
MRN serves as the educational coordinator.

Rural Caucus:

The Rural Caucus of the Michigan Legislature is
a bipartisan group of legislators that share a

common interest in the success of rural Michigan.

Currently, the caucus is co-chaired by
Representatives Terry Brown and Richard
Ball of the House of Representatives and
Senators Jason Allen and Jim Barcia of the
Michigan Senate.

Statistics:

o More than 2.5 million people live in rural
areas (~25%)

o Currently 57 of Michigan's 83 counties
are considered rural. However, nearly
every county in the state has rural areas
within its boundaries.

MRN's setrvice area is defined as those Michigan
communities that have population densities of
fess than 25,000 people. This excludes all major
urban areas and suburban fringe population
centers that may include some smaff cifies,
townships and villages that would identify
themselves as more rural than urban. So, MRN
also invites all communities that do not meet the
former census-based rural definition, yet look,
feel and act as if they are rural’, fo participate in
MRN's rural poficy and development agenda.

Current Policy Agenda

Education

Healthcare

Renewable Energy/Energy Conservation
Transportation/Infrastructure

Housing

Broadband/ Celiular Coverage
Cultural/Economic Development
Agri-Tourism/Enviro-Tourism

NP WM

MRN Partner Organizations

Athens Area Community Foundation
Barry County Community Foundation
Community Economic Development Association
of Michigan
City of lthaca
Dwelling Place of Grand Rapids
Eastern UP Michigan! Works Agency
Great Lakes Capital Fund
Michigan Community Action Agency Association
Michigan Association of Planning
Michigan Center for Rural Health
Michigan Environmental Council
Michigan Farm Bureau
Michigan Office of Cultural Economic
Development
Michigan Small & Rural School Association
Michigan State Housing Development Authority
Rural Partners of Michigan

Contact: Mitchell Whitaker, Coordinator c:(231) 3304961 0:(231) 947-3780 mwhitaker@nmcaa.net
www.miruralnetwork.org
twitter.com/miruralnetwork
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Call to Action

3 I'would like to speak with my regional legislator(s) about the Rural Caucus or in regards
to rural issues. .
I Pd be interested in receiving more information on the following issue(s):
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LI Are there any legistative issues that you are currently working on at the state

level? if so what are they?

0 Do you know of or belong to any organization that you would like to educate on
a certain issue?
Organization{s):

Your Name:
Organization:
Email:

Phone:

Please Return to:
Mitchell Whitaker, MRN Coordinator
3963 Three Mile Rd. Traverse City, Ml 49601

mwhitaker@nmcaa.net, www. miruralnetwork.org
0:231,947.3780 c: 231.330.4961 f: Fax: 231. 947.4935




Néw Member Information Sheet

1. Your name

2. What organization do you represent?

3. What is your mailing Address?

4. What is your physical address? (if different than above)

5. Phone Number

6, Email

7. In a brief paragraph, please describe the nature of the work you are involved in or
describe the people you represent.

Signature Date

Please Sign and Return to:
Mitchell Whitaker, MRN Coordinator

3963 Three Mile Rd. Traverse City, MI 49601

mwhitaker(@nmecaa.net, www. miruralnetwork.org
0:231.947.3780 c¢: 231.330.4961 f Fax: 231. 947.4935
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Membership L

- Free and open to anyone with an interest
in Michigan’s rural issues.

» See membership info in your folders.

“BMICHIGAN

Additional Benefits RURAL
NETWORK

Website

+ Issue Updates

Policy Tracking

« Networking

- Bring your issue to membership and garner
support

= Membership meeting held statewide

— Video conferencing, efc...
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Membership NETWORK

“The Michigan Rural Network provides me with another
avenue to work with others involved with rural issues. One
cannol have too many groups to work with when it periains to
addressing some of the challenges in rural Michigan. The
Nebwork aiso works to connedt the ideas and interests of
fellow network members back to Rural Partners of Michigan
and provides a channel for Rural Partners of Michigan to.
extend its work to olher rural oriented organizations. It has
worked really well to increase the voice of rural Michigan.~
Sl HOOpeT o e
Execufive Director, Rural Pariners
Director of Economic Development, CMS Energy

i “BMICHIGAN
Benefits of. RURAL
Membership NETWORK

MRN is a network which allows many small, rural voices
to be heard and assists in making the correct
connections so it is never a singular issue. Through this
process, MRN is building stronger rural communities.

Michete LaJoie

T ~ Housing Assets Director
Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Community Action Agency
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Benefits of RURAL

Membership NETWORK

“MRN is really a big tent. Divergent views are welcomned,
differences are respected, and everyone wants what's
best for all of Michigan and especially for rural
Michigan.”

Mike Shaliey
Con icatons & Events Coordinak
Michigan Commurnity Aciion Agency Associaion
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Membership NETWORK

“As an employee of MSHDA Ibave been pmnaﬂymvdved in
hous; and communily di ues but with
emphasfa in rural areas. Since f[oined MRN, | have become
of resources that are vitally important ?omra!afeas that
are a;guablynmread:y available in urban areas. These issues
d infernet, heaithcare, public
fransportation, sﬁ'a’zfable elc. RN has provided me an

oppartunily to become %mihesemws.asweﬁns
receive feedback Dnhow MSHDA can become an even better

pariner in rural areas.”

B Parker
m«umw,mdm%wm
State Housing D
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THANK YOou!!

~ Joinus on

“EMICHIGAN
AL

15




