The Lifetime Design Commitiee of the Home & Building Association of Greater Grand Rapids(HBAGGR) encourages
all members to look into the benefits of building and/or buying homes that can be lived in for a lifetime. Please save
this information for future reference.

® Roll-In showers — be sure o jower the floor
joists under the shower

Below are minimum features we would like
to see every home incorporate:

e Exterior doors - 36" (barrier free thresholds are
less expensive than standard thresholds)

@ Seats in showers - 22" deep x 36" wide

® Microwaves can be placed under countertops,
® |nterior doors - 36" doors to all common areas, if necessary
bedrooms and a minimum of one bathroom on

the main floor o Appliances - elevated front loading dishwasher,

washer & dryer
® Hallways - minimum 42" halls; 48" halls are
heiter

e 52" turning radius in the kitchen, bathroom(s)
and laundry room

© Remote Control Gas Fireplace

Estimated Costs Associated with
Lifetime Design (Depends on size and
design of home)

© 36" doors vs. 32" doors - under $100 for a
complete home

o Electrical outlets - 18" to 24" off the ground
® Light switches - 42" to 48" off the ground

There are additional steps you can take which wilt
benefit you regardless of your physical abilities.
However, if disability ever becomes an issue, the
following benefits will make your home livable:

e [ evers vs. doorknobs - under $100 for a
complete home

© Hallways - minimum 42" wide - $400
(using cost per sq. ft.)

e Zero step entry into the home - see drawing on
back for details

© ADA foilets - elongated and taller
® Faucets - lever style (scald proof if necessary)

#® Countertops - 30" to 32" high - depending on
client

@ Roll-out shelves - all base cabinets and
pantries

o Knife hinge on cabinets allow the doors fo
open fully (180 degrees)

@ Leave an open space underneath sinks
@ Door levers vs. door knobs
® Rocker switches vs. toggle switches

@ Flooring - hard surfaces {wood, tile, vinyl) or
low pile carpst

o Wider base trim (a wheel chair foot rest may
hit the wall)

@ Casement windows

& Grab bars - add backing to walls during framing
(add to showers as well)

© Rocker switches vs. toggle switches -
under $100 per home

@ Zero step entry - $500 to $1,000 depending on
the home

e Roll-out shelves - $30 per shelf
e ADA compliant toilets - $85 increase per toilet

@ Roll-in fiberglass shower - $700 increase per
shower

© Stair lift platform - $14,000 to $17,000
e Elevator - $20,000 to $30,000
e Remote control for gas fireplace - $130

Submitted by:
Rich Kogefschatz, Heartland Builders LLC,

Daryl Domke, Universal Design Consultant and
Joanne Feutz, Disability Advocates of Kent County
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Notes:
1. If you want 9' lower level walls, your front wall will be 10 to the top.

2. For concrete front porches, you need an internal ledge for the porch cap.
Also, the outer foundation wall of your porch will be lower than your house
wall to allow for slope.

3. Floor joists - check with manufacturer concerning bearing depth required.
Joists must not touch concrete.

4. Pouring the garage floor - you can run the concrete right up to the door to the
house. You DO NOT need a 4" gas curb.

rev. 3/08




LIFESTYLE

0 Do you have other people living
with you? If not now, will you in the
future?

[0 Will there be an assist animal
living with you? If yes, are there any
special requirements needed for
this animal?

8 List the equipment that you wilf
be using, such as stroliers, exercise
machines, health equipment, etc.

O Do you desire fo be close to
community amenities — public
transportation, hospitals, etc.?

[J Do you desire main floor bath,
bedroom or utility access?

INVESTMENT

O Whatis your budget for your home
or renovation?

O Do you know your financing
options?

ACCESS

O Doyou preferalevelora
walkout lot?

{1 Do you need specific garage
features for a customized vehicle?

O Do you prefer a house with or with-
out a hasement?

[ Do you need an eisvatcr or lift for
access to the basement or second
floor?

O Have you thought ahout a ficor
covering that is usable by all
persons and lifestyles?

[J Is a maintenance-free exterior
important to you?

[0 Are you incorporating exterior
decks or porches into the home?

O Do you need to approach sinks
or doors from & certain side?

O Are you using mobifity
equipment?
O Would you like the convenience

of a zero step entry on all
exterior doors?

KITCHEN & BATH

[0 Would a 48-inch clear floor
space in the kitchen and bath
make life easier?

[0 Do vanities, cabinets and
fixtures need to be a special
height or design?

[0 Have you considered
appliances that are easy to
reach with user-friendly
controls?

[1 Have you considered a
curb-less walk in shower?

[T Are “scald-proof” fixtures
required? If so, which type?

O What shower or bath features
do you prefer, i.e. multiple

shower heads, shower seat,
hand-held shower head, etc.

LAUNDRY & CLOSETS
O Would a 48-inch clear floor
space ease laundry duties?
03 Would you prefer front leading
or pedestal appliances?

1 Would walk-in and adjustable
closet shelving provide a
more organized and
convenient environment?

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

O Do you want the convenience
and beauty of lever handles?

3 Have you thought ahout task
lighting?

O Have you considered windows
that can he operated within
easy reach?

ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS

O s an air conditioner required?
O Is an air purifier required?

O Have you considered a Green
Built™ home or products?

TECHNOLOGY NEEDS

O Which rooms and locations
require outlets for phone, TV
and other communication?

O Have you considered intercoms
or voice activated devices?
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. the construction or renovation

“Please review it carefully with
ur - builder._or remodeler. ‘If -
~ you have any questions, please
“contact us at (616) 281-2021,

Home & Building Association of Greater Grand Rapids
Glenwood Hills Corporate Centre

3196 Kraft Ave, SE, Suite 300 + Grand Rapids, Ml 49512

Phone (616) 281-2021 » Fax (616) 281-6002
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